December 2011 Newsletter

Thinking

As a result of some frustrating problems with the newsletter program, it is in a modified format in
order to make some links available for your holiday perusal.

| hope you had a safe and happy holiday season and wish you all the best
for the coming year. | will be back in January with another newsletter and
also some news on when to expect see The Beginners Guide to Life on
the Bright Side and also another book | am working on called Gifted and
Thriving at School.
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News about next year

During 2012 | will again be limiting the number of full consultations | will do but a few new options
will be offered as well. By the time the school year starts | should have the online booking system
set up and you will be able to select from a number of different services, select from the times
available and book your consultation online.

In addition there will be some other options available to help parents build their knowledge and
confidence and be able to advocate successfully that will be available in conjunction with a new
book | am working on. More information on that will be available soon so check the website and
newsletter to find out more in January.

I have written a few times about the book | have been working on called The Beginners Guide to
Life on the Bright Side. The good news is it is expected to be available in February 2012. And in
more news related to writing, | am also currently working on another book to be called Gifted and
Thriving at School which is aimed at proactive parents who want to make sure they have gathered
the information they need to successfully advocate for their child. This one should also be ready in
February.



Blog posts
Check the blog for the latest blog posts at http://derrin-thebrightside.blogspot.com

Holiday Workshops

Quest Life Learning are gearing up for the next holiday workshops which will run from Jan 16 — 20.
Registrations are being accepted right across the holiday break so check the website for more
information on the courses and to register. www.questlife.com.au The program is included at the
end of this email.

Expanding Minds Midwest also have some workshops planned from January 16 — 20 in
Geraldton finishing Friday afternoon with board games and a BBQ. Contact Kate Tonkin for details
or to join Expanding Minds zimma@westnet.com.au

Articles and blogs

The myth of prodigy and why it matters

Malcolm Gladwell was a prodigy and uses his experience to look at the difference between ‘gifted
doing and ‘gifted learning’, and the correlation between prodigious development and
success. “What a gifted child is, in many ways, is a gifted learner. And what a gifted adult is, is a
gifted doer. And those are quite separate domains of achievement.”

Gladwell suggests that our perception of precociousness as an early acquisition of skills or an early
form of adult achievement and our assumption that it is an indicator of later success causes some
problems. “Sometimes we call a child precocious because they acquire a certain skill quickly, but
that skill turns out to be something where speed of acquisition is not at all important. ... We don’t
say that someone who learned to walk at four months is a better walker than the rest of us. It's not
really a meaningful category.”

www.psychologicalscience.org/observer/getArticle.cfm?id=2026

All work and no play: why kids are more anxious, de pressed

The decline of play and it's impact on quality of life

For more than fifty years, children's free play time has been continually declining, and it's keeping
them from turning into confident adults
www.theatlantic.com/life/archive/2011/10/all-work-and-no-play-why-your-kids-are-more-anxious-
depressed/246422/#.TpZd3wTjG0o.facebook

The fallacy of good grades - why tests don't measur e your child's most important strengths
www. psychologytoday.com/collections/201110/the-high-price-success/the-fallacy-good-grades

Edge cases are extreme situations that are unexpected. The typical cases are usually too simple
and students fall into a sense of false security. Rather than truly mastering the skill, students
develop pattern recognition that gets them through the common cases. Read some examples of



edge cases that can help separate who ‘sorta gets it and who has mastered it.
www.byrdseed.com/edge-cases-increase-complexity/

Creating a problem where none exists
http://stevemiranda.wordpress.com/2011/10/03/creating-a-problem-where-none-exists/

Positive education - an overview . Looks at the difference between teaching for success and
teaching for well being (as well) www.authentichappiness.sas.upenn.edu/newsletter.aspx?id=1551

How children learn bravery in an age of overprotect  ion
www.psychologytoday.com/blog/freedom-learn/201112/how-children-learn-bravery-in-age-
overprotection

8 ways to avoid helicopter parenting
http://blogs.bostonmagazine.com/boston daily/2011/11/29/roundtable-markham-ways-avoid-
helicopter-parenting-draft-laura-markham/

Giftedness

Releasing the Brakes — a report from GERRIC about education for gifted children in Australia.
You can download the full report or a one page summary.
http://gerric.arts.unsw.edu.au/GERRIC-Research/releasing-the-brakes/

Where do the mermaids stand? A must watch if you have a highly or profoundly gifted
child........... you will need a hanky because it will speak to your world.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DbNoNoHyfDc

Giftedness is heart and soul — an article by Annemarie Roeper
http://www.upsidedownschoolroom.com/heart&soul.html

The Deep End a Facebook page for parents of PG kids
https://www.facebook.com/DeepEndxGifted

Maths
Doodling in maths class - triangle party http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06KIpIWhbcw

Do the Math- Sex divide is cultural not biological
www.livescience.com/17429-math-gender-differences-myths.html

For maths buffs the 12 days of Christmaths
www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxnX5 LbBDU

Science

Periodic table with pictures of things made with each element
http://elements.wlonk.com/Elements Pics+Words 11x8.5.pdf




Online learning
Why Stanford’s Free online education experiment is booming
www.good.is/post/why-stanford-s-free-online-education-experiment-is-booming/

MIT to launch online only, graded courses for free
www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2011/12/19/mit-launch-online-only-graded-courses-for-
free/ykhPIxYbupCp69om56xolL/story.html

Toys and games
Smarter puzzles http://SmarterPuzzles.com
Curriculum of Toys — what kids can learn using toys http://tinyurl.com/7k25py4

Earthopoly
www.amazon.com/Late-for-the-Sky-
4102553/dp/B0013VOGFA/ref=sr 1 1?ie=UTF8&0id=1321169325&sr=8-1

Books

Best illustrated children's and picture books of 20 11 from Brain Pickings
http://www.brainpickings.org/index.php/2011/11/21/best-childrens-books-2011/

Technology

Interactive ebook builder - requires no programming experience. The drag and drop desktop
publishing platform helps you build interactive ebooks. You can instantly create, preview and
publish your books to iOS and Android, no programming required. Bring your stories to life, with
one-click. http://www.moglue.com/

Invent Your Own Computer Games with Python is a free ebook tutorial suitable for kids 10 years
and older and includes tutorials for making games with graphics, animation and sound
http://inventwithpython.com/

Listen to a young boy who has made a handful of app s, started an app club at school ...... and
suggests that teachers should make use of the resource of kids who know a little more about
technology than they do. http://anthillonline.com/primary-school-age-apple-app-wizard-show-the-
grownups-a-thing-or-two/

Conferences

Australian National Gifted Conference 12 — 15 July 2012 Adelaide The theme is Excellence and
Equity for All Master Class prior and school visits at the end of the conference. Call for papers will
be made soon, you can express your interest or find out more on their website
http://www.sapmea.asn.au/conventions/gat2012/index.html

The 12th Asia-Pacific Conference on Giftedness 2012 Nurturing Talent, Growing Potential will be
held in Dubai 14-18 July 2012 www.giftedness2012.com




The 13th International ECHA Conference on Giftedness across the Lifespan Munster Germany 12-
15 September 2012 www.echa2012.info/

20th World Conference on Gifted and Talented Children The Soul of Giftedness Auckland, New
Zealand 5 - 9 August 2013 http://world-gifted.org

Positive Schools Mental Health and Wellbeing Confer  ence
Date: 24th & 25th May 2012, Fremantle WA. www.positiveschools.com.au

PUZZLE
Can you solve this paper puzzle? http://www.neatorama.com/2011/12/01/can-you-solve-this-paper-
puzzle/ (and the solution http://www.futilitycloset.com/2011/11/12/cut-and-thrust/)

Don'’t forget to check on Facebook for other links which are added from time to time.

Best wishes

Derrin Cramer



MONDAY 16/1

TUESDAY 1711

WEDNESDAY 18/1

THURSDAY 19/1

FRIDAY 20/1

ROOM 1

Lotions and Polions:
Brilliant Body Care

0200 - 15815 Multi-age

Junior Rock Stars: Music,

Movement and Fun

09.00-15.15 Junicr

Tasty Traditional
Japanese Cuisine
And Table Manners

0900 - 11.45 Senior
1230-1515 Jurior

Active Engineering
Challenges

0%.00-1515 Mult-age

Young Inventors:
Ingenious ldeas and
Radical Rubbish

0%.00-15.15 Junicr

ROOM 2

Scratch Programming

02.00-11.45 Multi-age

Super Strategy Games
1230-1515 Multtage

Mouse versus Cat: An
Exciting Maths Mystery

0%.00- 1515 Mult-age

Squishy Circuits:
Fun with Electricity

07.00-11.45 Junior
1230-15.15 Senior

E.Q for Smart Kids

0900 - 1515 Multi-age

Show Me The Money:
Catching Crayfish,
Breaking the Bank &
Owning BHP

09.00-15.15 Senior

ROOM 3

Creative
Current Affairs

0900 - 15.15 Senior

The United Nations of
Wizard Worlds

09.00-15.15 Senior

Minecraft Mania:
Building Virual Worlds

0900 - 15.15 Senior

Feathers, Fun &
Film-making

0%.00-15.15 Mult-age

Wreck this Journal, Rip
this Page and Other
Adventures in Writing

09.00-15.15 Senior

ROOM 4

Minecraft Mania:
Building Virtual Worlds

0200 -15.15 Multi-age

explore engage experience

visit www.questlife.com.au for more details or to enrol




